Plumas County Board of Supervi i uly 21, 2009 A of Zoni ini r
decision to deny the Tentative r Robert and Justin Thran/Pensco Trus by:

Johna Thran

My name is Bob Thran and this letter is being read on my behalf by my wife, Johna B. Thran. This letter
is the result of an appeal on the decision made by Randy Wilson on our tentative parcel map. My son and
partner on this project Justin Thran, could not be here because of a commitment he has with the ent
of Defense. 1 myself could not attend because of my commitment with the Department of Defense and the
US Army in Baghdad Iraq. To set the record straight, | am not here in Irag to make a ton of money. The
job pays less than $20.00 and hour and is twelve hours a day and seven days a week, in 110-125 deg)
heat. My company doesn’t wish me to talk about what 1 do except to say | am troop support. My son and |
both put our country first, we feel the reason the U.S. hasn't been hit by another 911 is because afﬂ
nation’s commitment to stopping terrorism. The brave young men and women of our armed forces have a
commitment in two wars, my son and [ want do what we can to support them. We chose to support *u-.m by

going to Irag.

I would have been able to attend if Mr. Wilson hadn’t misinformed me, which resulted in two wast

“leaves of absences™ from my job in lraq. The first meeting in February that 1 traveled thousands ofimiles
to attend, was over before it started. Mr. Wilson said he wasn’t going to make a decision on the pﬂl‘+‘:! map
until he heard from Holly George and Keith Mayhem. They couldn’t attend the meeting, and hadn't|seen
the property. The net result, was a wasted trip home. The second trip, thousand of miles and dollars was on
May 21%*™ At this meeting 1 was handed a letter from Mr. Wilson that said the tentative parcel map
would not be approved. Although this letter had been sent by mail, 1 had already loaded on the pl*mn: to
fly home for the meeting, so it was handed to me in the middle of the meeting before all who had come to
speak had said their peace. | believe like all other postponements it was done to discourage me from going
further with this request. 1 believe he could have let us know before 1 attended this meeting that he h'a:d
made his decision before | had made another trip back to the united states, In the first meeting, he said that
he needed to hear from Holly George and Keith Mayhem before he made his decision. Holly George made
her statement, then Mr. Wilson handed me his letter of rejection. He is so efficient at his job, he had the
paperwork done before Holly George was finished speaking. Tom Dotta, a public member and fellow
Sierra Valley property owner came to speak and support me, and the decision to reject our project was
made before he even had an opportunity to speak. [ sincerely hope that the county didn’t waste taxpayer
money or my money on the report by the long time livestock and natural resource advisor for Plumas and
Sierra Counties Holly George. With all her expertise in Plumas and Sierra Counties, | still have to question
her statements. She said the land sits on the valley floor, the 250 acres we are talking about are in the
foothills with rock outcroppings. This land is well above the high water table of the valley floor. The
topography map shows all of this in great detail. She also said the property is zoned agricultural preserve,
she didn’t say it was zoned 80 acre agricultural preserve. If this property is split into 80 acre parcels'r it will
still remain in agricultural preserve. She said she didn’t see how you could split this property in 80 acre
parcels and have an economically viable property. Is she saying that keeping it 250 acres will make it an
economical viable property? According to Mr. Dotta, the ranch was never economically viable even when
it was 1000 acres. Mr. Dotta’s family owned this property years ago, and has more knowledge about the
economic viability of this land than anyone, he has given me photos of the property before the wells were
all “sucked dry™, by large irrigation operations in Sierra Valley, there were springs and ponds on my |
property. Has anyone taken a look at the success of the Sierra Valley Farms owned by the Ramano‘_k ,iris
less than 80 acres and has been a viable food producing operation for 14 years. The most shocking |
statement made by Holly George at the May 21 meeting, was that she was on the property and walked all
the way down to the well, | would like to thank her for inspecting my neighbors property, when she was
standing at the well, she was 800 ft. west of the 250 acres, on someone else’s land. '

And now we come to High Sierra Rural Alliance. This group of people and groups like theirs, have caused
more damage to rural life in America than all of the floods, storms, and droughts to have ever hit thid; land.
These groups don’t live here, they contribute to our economy in very few ways, if any. Yet they want to tell
us what we can do with our land. These same people would be in here today to talk against me, if this
hearing was about me using my land for a feed lot a hog farm, or anything else they would find offensive as



|
they drive by the property. Groups like this have caused 95% of my family members that farm or ranch, to
move to other states, or just give up on a business that has been going on for five generations on my fathers
side, and six generations on my mothers side. High Sierra Rural Alliance spokesperson, Stevee Duber, has
said publically that | am not in agriculture. | have been involved with farming and ranching my whole life,
myself and family members have been doing so in California and Nevada for over 148 years. This will be
the first time [ will do it on my own land. Any of you that think this is easy, needs to talk to a farmer or
rancher. Starting from scratch is not the way most people get into farming and ranching, Stevie Duber
doesn’t know me, or anything about me. If this land belonged to anyone else in this room, High Sierra
Rural Alliance would want you to do nothing with your land too. What's next for these people? M'#ybe
when they knock on your door and tell you to turn off your lights because they can’t see the stars, or tell you
not to build your house or barn on your property because it blocks their view of the sunset, maybe then you
will know what these people are all about. | am well aware of what can happen to the rights of property
owners, my cousin, ran his family’s dairy four generations on that land milking cows, new neighbor#
moved in next door, they didn't like the smell, when he got tired of the legal bills and stress placed an his
family, he shut down one of the last two remaining dairy ranches in Smith Valley. When the High SIerra
Rural Alliance and their members are done with Plumas County it will look just like Sierra County, |
economically bankrupt, no jobs, no business, no people. I believe these people have already infiltrated our
county offices, and also the local newspaper. How naive of me to think the county employees would be
impartial and do their jobs with fairness and unbiased, every step of the way in this process, they have said
they will do one thing, and months later when 1 ask about progress, they change what they’ve said. j.;ch
time | ask “What do you need?” they say “Just this”...._and each time I complete a task, they say they need
something else. |
This process should have taken a few months to complete, instead it has been years. Since the purchase of
this property in April 2005, County employees at environmental health, have lost records that | have had to
find for them regarding the perk tests that were completed, they have given the public false infﬁnmtinn that
has cause more than one person to tell me | can’t build on this land. Calls to the environmental th
dept. about this property, and others have yielded responses from “that land won't perk™ to “you can’t build
on that land”. One client said the county told them, this was not a very good place to buy and they s'luuld
look somewhere else. [ can’t begin to tell you how that makes me feel knowing that when | pay my taxes,
some of that money goes for their wages. And in all fairness, not all departments of the County are this
incompetent. | have found the assessors office has very helpful personnel, also in the tax colleﬂors}'ﬁica
they don't smile very much, but they don’t act like Im bothering them when | come in to pay my taxes. The
office that I have had the most pleasure dealing with in this matter has been the records department. They
have always been helpful whenever | have gone in. They are the very best, and [ thank them for all the help
they have been through the years.

The county has never said anything about a planning change until now, wouldn't you think somegne
would have stepped up and said something to me before now? Before 1 have spent thousands of dai‘ars on
this parcel map? 1 have been in the planning department numerous times, my land was zoned 80 acres in
the master plan that was in effect when | purchased the property. | am not asking to change the zoning, my
property is in the Williamson Act, according to some members of the High Sierra Rural Alliance, the fear is
MCMANSIONS will be built on these parcels, have they read the Williamson Act? It is very clear that no
dwelling can be more that 2400 sq. fi. that isn't much of a McMansion. Their line of defense is to use
words like “subdivisions” and “McMansions” to hit nerves with the public who don’t know otherwise.

I have had some people interested in 80 acre parcels because they want to do small operations such 45 tree
farms, plants or other agricultural operations. One person has inquired about Solar and Wind power on the
property, this gentleman was directed to investigate the 200 acres I own on the hill east of the valley. I beta
“dollar to donut”, that the High Sierra Rural Alliance will be against that project too. Due to the lack of
water on these parcels, there won’t be any large farming operations going on, just well water for the |
dwelling and stock, and some creative planting. That’s why 1 believe they original plan to keep these
parcels zoned 80 acre minimum fits well with this side of Sierra Valley. The Valley isn’t the same, the east
side has a higher elevation, many rock outcroppings and isn’t conducive to large grazing or ranching
operations. '






